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TO 96412762 



?qoz/qi; 




United States Senate 

COMMITTED ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
W**MwinoH ( oc 2on\<ystis 



March 8, 1994 



• 
The Honorable Warren Christopher 



Dear Mr 



U.S.Seaetaj[y of State 
Z20lCSreet,N.W. 
Wwhingt3n,!D.C 20520 



l^cLEASt 



wf w i . i i C 



Secretary: 



(l^cLcASt I j DECLASSIFY 

( ] cXUiSc ( ) DcCLA33l~Y 

( ) DENY IN PART 

( ) DELETE Non- Responsive Info 

FOIA Exemptions 

PA Exemptions 



IS/FPC /CO R Jgj^- Data.j^fe^y 



MR Cases Only: 
EO Citations, 



.TS authorlt) 

{ ) CLASSIFY as ( ) 3 or ( ) C 0/ 

( ) DOWNGRADE TS to ( ) S or < ) C 0/ 



Dfcring; 



utnng your February 23 appearance before the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relation! you agreed with my wggestion thai addretting the foreign claims of American 
citizens should be a top priority of the State Department. I itated my appreciation at the 
time, and T now reiterate it, that I am grateful tor your penonal commitment to this 
lignfficank iisue. 

Initimuch as you tvM be visiting mainland China later thi* week, I respectfully 
request that you raiie with Chinwe officials the following two cases of uncompensated 
omrooriation of property belongina to American dtkem. (I enclose copiea of self- 
Sfi corr«poK* franthc claimant!, Mra. Helen Hiieh Chicn and Mr. Wallen 
Yep, botn of whom are readily avaflaWc to provide any further information you may 
need.) I 

While I recognise that these two cum to Chma are baaed on dreumstanec* 
different 'from expropriation cases IVe identified in Latin Americvtte fact remain* that 
in all cas?s, property and assets of American citizens hare been wtod without 

compensation. 

I feel obliged to caU to your attention my concern about the response Mn. Helen 
Hsieh Often received from the State Department when she sought assistance. As you 
will note ftom her letter, she m advised that the State Department wowd be unoble to 
help and that she must deal with the communist Chine* government directly. 

Triat. Mr. Secretary, was a calloui response, and it yet another example of why 1 
stronalv believe the State Department needs that "American Desk? that you and Hum 
rSpS.eS! The peopfe in your deparmtem m* bo tnade tc •<£««">" * 
interests of American citizens must be given first priority. Instead of owwea to judfy Its 
failure to uphold this priority, the State Department should be finding way. to assist 
j — «. -«K»r *n/t «r*n*rTv *rr bwna flbuacd. 
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F003/0!? 



The Honorable 
Match 8, 
Page i two 



)lc Warren Christopher 
1994 



W th your recommendation 10 the President as to the renewal of China's Most 
Favored ffation (MFN) trading status just three months away, your visit xo Beijing is of 
cnormoui importance to the Chinese leadership. I am confident that the Chinese, if they 
are as sdan as I believe them to be, will pay close attention to all of the issues you raise* 

[njlight of the tremendous economic benefit China will receive from the United 
States should MFN trading status be renewed I believe it is entirely appropriate to insist 
that the (Chinese govenunesc poiiuveiy address these claims and cease and desist in their 
mistreats .ent of American dtbens. 



Sincerely, 



JESSE 



r^ELMS 



^^H*w- 



Enclosure^ 



